Vermont Publishes Best Practices Manual on the Supervision and Treatment of Sex Offenders with Developmental Disabilities

The Vermont Department of Aging and Independent Living recently announced the publication of a new manual outlining best practices on the supervision and treatment of sex offenders with developmental disabilities. Written “by Vermonters for Vermonters,” the straightforward, reader-friendly text is designed to provide practical information to service coordinators, support staff, correctional officers, guardians, lawyers, judges, families and others working with sex offenders who have developmental disabilities. The manual outlines an approach for furnishing treatment and supervision that is based on the belief that individuals with developmental disabilities who commit sex offenses can be safely supported in community settings. 

Beginning with a discussion of definitions and terminology, the document’s organization  generally follows the process an offender might go through as he enters the criminal justice and developmental disabilities systems. Chapters address competency determination, investigation, sentencing, sex offender registration and Act 248, Vermont’s civil commitment law for people with mental retardation. Subsequent sections address community service provision, the interconnectedness of supervision and treatment and effective approaches for addressing the needs of both the individual and the community at large. The manual offers a comprehensive discussion of the “supervision and support cycle,” psycho-sexual evaluation and assessment principles, treatment and training needs, and issues related to supervision, confidentiality, and safety. Resource listings and a bibliography are also provided.

The Best Practices Manual is an excellent resource for state officials working to improve community supports for sex offenders with developmental disabilities. Copies can be ordered from the Vermont Department of Aging and Independent Living (see announcement below).

Now Available

Vermont Best Practices Manual:

Supervision and Treatment of Sex Offenders with Developmental Disabilities

 
“We have written this manual in hopes that it will be useful to service coordinators, support staff, correctional officers, guardians, lawyers, judges, families, and others.  We hope it will help the reader sort through questions and dilemmas that arise when different systems and values collide.  Our focus is on the practical considerations that arise in everyday work with sex offenders with developmental disabilities…..



“This manual reflects our belief that sex offenders with developmental disabilities CAN live and receive treatment safely in their communities.  It also reflects our belief that the best methods for support and treatment are not self-evident – that many approaches have been tried, and some have proven much more useful and effective than others …..” from the Introduction to the Manual

The 270 page manual was written and reviewed by individuals with extensive practical experience, including therapists, attorneys, program managers, Corrections staff, and Developmental Services program staff. 

The manual was produced and published by the Vermont Department of Aging and Independent Living under a grant from the Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.

For information: gail.falk@dail.state.vt.us (802)241-2616.

To order: michele.dellasanta@dail.state.vt.us  (802)241-2663.

Free to interested persons in Vermont and, while copies of the initial printing last, to persons out of state for the costs of shipping.

