
2022 Cathy Anderson Award for Public-Private  

Partnership Recipient Announced 
New Mexico Advisory Council on Quality Recognized As Inaugural Awardee 

 

7/13/2022 
 
Press Contact:  
Carrie McGraw  
cmcgraw@nasddds.org 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

ALEXANDRIA, VA- The National Association of State Directors of Developmental Disabilities 
Services (NASDDDS) and Public Consulting Group (PCG) are pleased to announce that the 
New Mexico Advisory Council on Quality (ACQ) is the first recipient of the Cathy Anderson 
Award for Public-Private Partnership.  
 
This award is a collaborative effort between NASDDDS and PCG. It was named in memoriam 
of Cathy Anderson who is recognized for her impactful public service career in support of 
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD). Anderson held leadership roles 
in state agencies supporting people with I/DD and was responsible for the organization and 
management of statewide service systems.  
 
During her career, Anderson was the program director of I/DD services in Nebraska and the 
District of Columbia. In Iowa, she served as the chief deputy director for the Department of 
Human Services where she supervised the divisions of Medicaid, Mental Health, Child 
Welfare, Economic Assistance, Developmental Disabilities, and Policy. She was also a past 
president of the NASDDDS Board of Directors. 
 
In addition to her work in public service, Anderson served in the private sector, providing 
consultation and technical assistance to states in her role at PCG. In this capacity, Anderson 
demonstrated the power of public-private partnerships to achieve significant, lasting systems 
change to improve the lives of individuals with disabilities.  
 
The Cathy Anderson Award for Public-Private Partnership recognizes collaborations that 
embody the promise and possibility that can emerge from strong partnerships. It also highlights 
the power of bringing public and private expertise to the table to support people with I/DD, so 
they can have fulfilling lives in their communities. 
 
PCG Associate Practice-Area Director Jill Reynolds said, “PCG is proud to be a co-sponsor of 
the Cathy Anderson Award with NASDDDS and, in this way, honor Cathy’s life’s work with 
people with disabilities. The New Mexico Advisory Council on Quality (ACQ) is an excellent 
inaugural awardee that truly demonstrates the power of public/private partnership.” Reynolds 
continued, “congratulations to all involved in the ACQ program as well as all of the nominees. It 
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was an exemplary group from which we had to choose. It gives me great hope for the future of 
programs such as this that will continue this very important work.” 
 

Selected from an extensive list of applicants, inaugural award recipient ACQ is New Mexico’s 
public-private community advisory board that focuses on fulfilling both federal quality 
improvement strategy obligations and statutory requirements. ACQ provides a venue for 
community members and advocates to communicate meaningful program needs to state 
officials, so the State of New Mexico can better prioritize the requirements of the community. 
Through the influence of ACQ, New Mexico self-advocates contribute to positive changes to 
the state’s budget; state policies and procedures; COVID-19 regulations; and community 
education. 
 
Specifically, over the past two years, ACQ moved forward with substantial cultural 
developments that involved increasing ACQ board and leadership membership to increase the 
direct representation of people with I/DD. Updates were also made to the council’s meeting 
structure and process that resulted in improved dialogue between ACQ and state staff.   
 
The work of ACQ and other organizations committed to serving people with I/DD is what 
makes the Cathy Anderson Award for Public-Private Partnership possible. 
 
NASDDDS Executive Director Mary Sowers said, “I can think of nothing more fitting to honor 
the legacy of Cathy Anderson than to have an opportunity to recognize the true power of 
collaborative efforts across the public and private sphere to support those with I/DD in living 
their best lives; finding employment of their choosing; and enjoying all of the responsibilities 
and benefits of community life.”  
 
Sowers continued, “it is a great honor to review each submission and understand how lives are 
changing due to this work. A well-deserved congratulations to New Mexico for their thoughtful 
efforts in creating space for positive advancement in their state with advocates at the helm.” 
 
Find out more:  
Cathy Anderson Award for Public-Private Partnership Video 
2022 Award Video 
  
The following are honorable mentions for the award, as their submissions illustrated the 
spirit, character, and results-driven collaboration that embodied the work of Cathy Anderson.  
  

Partners for Employment  
New Mexico Department of Health, Developmental Disabilities Supports 
Division; New Mexico Public Education Department, Division of 
Vocational Rehabilitation; and University of New Mexico, Center for 
Development and Disability 

New Mexico 

DSP Academy   
RCM of Washington, Inc. and Department on Disability Services – 
Rehabilitation Services Administration 

Washington, D.C. 

Washington Initiative for Supported Employment (WISE) partnering with 
the Washington State Developmental Disabilities Administration 

Washington State 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-J5c2Lqu81k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-J5c2Lqu81k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VaPY9toZoUo


 
### 

 

The NASDDDS mission is to assist member state agencies in building person-centered and culturally and 
linguistically appropriate systems of services and supports for people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities and their families. You can find out more information about NASDDDS at www.nasddds.org.  

 
About Public Consulting Group 
Public Consulting Group LLC (PCG) is a leading public sector solutions implementation and operations 
improvement firm that partners with health, education, and human services agencies to improve lives. Founded in 
1986 and headquartered in Boston, Massachusetts, PCG employs over 2,500 professionals in more than 40 
offices worldwide—all committed to delivering solutions that change lives for the better. The firm has extensive 
experience in all 50 states, clients in six Canadian provinces, and a growing practice in Europe. PCG offers 
clients a multidisciplinary approach to meet challenges, pursue opportunities, and serve constituents across the 
public sector. To learn more, visit www.publicconsultinggroup.com. 
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