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Onaona i ka hala me ka lehua 
Fragrant with hala and lehua 

He hale lehua nō ia na ka noe 
A house of lehua for the mist

 ʻO kaʻu nō ia e ʻanoʻi nei 
It is mine to cherish 

E liʻa nei hoʻi o ka hiki mai 
Longing for your arrival 

A hiki mai nō ʻoe
For when you come 

A hiki pū nō me ke aloha 
Love comes with you. 

Aloha ē…Aloha ē…Aloha ē.

OLI ALOHA 
Greeting Chant 
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Session Objectives
•Recognize the importance of creating 
spaces for discussion and innovation

•Provide current context of services in the 
U.S. Pacific Territories & Jurisdictions

•Extrapolate the power of convening and 
sustaining the Pacific Region Forum



Call to Action



Origin Story

6/24



Disrupting Forces of 
Colonization  

8

Populations rapidly 
declined due to lack 
of natural immunity 

to diseases.

Redistribution, 
uprooting, and/or 
theft of land and 

water.

Systematic destruction 
of culture, replaced by 
Western religions and 

social constructs

Ethnocide:  cure, 
civilize, improve, 

incarcerate

Settler impact:  
Exception is the 

Treaty of Waitangi

Carceral treatment 
of people with 

disabilities

Impact of historical 
trauma continues  

“And yet we 
survive.”



Origin Story

6/24

10/24

1/25

6/25





Learning as a 
Community



Take Aways



Island life:  
People 
Physically 
Need to 
Leave the 
Island for 
Services



Former Marshallese National Anthem  
“Ij Io̧kwe Ļo̧k”

“I love my islands,

Where I was born,

The surroundings, the paths,

And the gatherings.

I cannot leave here,

Because this is my rightful place,

My family heritage is forever here.

It is best for me to die here.”



Funding:  
Typically 
underfunded 
& capped 
requiring 
coordination 
across 
agencies 



Pacific Challenges

1. Federal Policies
o Cabotage Law (Restricts Foreign Air Carriers)
o Jones Act (Restricts Foreign Flagged Maritime between two-US Ports)
o International Air, Sea, and Postal Services

2.  Citizenship
o U.S. Citizenship:  Guam, Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto 

Rico, and U.S. Virgin Islands
o U.S. National:  American Samoa

3.  Supplemental Security Income
o Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands



Centrality of 
Culture & 
Community in 
Supporting 
Children and 
Families



Importance of 
Relationships



Improved 
Infrastructure 
Will Help 
Deliver on the 
Promise of 
Technology



Connecting 
the dots

Relatability

Empowerment 
by disruption

Leading by 
convening

Hokūpaʻa –
North Star

Why was 
this so 
Important?



Next Steps
•Continuing to connect with the GLE

•Mapping community and across community 
resources

•Exploring additional financing strategies with 
Territories

•Bringing in the rest of the jurisdictional partners

•Continuing to convene PRF/Next Forum



Thank 
You!
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