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Onaona i ka hala me ka lehua
Fragrant with hala and lehua

He hale lehua no ia na ka noe
A house of lehua for the mist

‘Oka‘'unoiae‘ano’i nei

OLI ALO HA It is mine to cherish

Greeting Chant E lia nei ho'i o ka hiki mai
Longing for your arrival
A hiki mai no ‘oe
For when you come

A hiki pu no me ke aloha
Love comes with you.

Aloha e...Aloha e...Aloha e.




Tafaimamao
Tua-Tupuloa

Leolinda
lokepa

A\ &Q O »




Session Objectives

*Recognize the importance of creating
spaces for discussion and innovation

* Provide current context of services in the
U.S. Pacific Territories & Jurisdictions

 Extrapolate the power of convening and
sustaining the Pacific Region Forum




Call to Action
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Leading Change: Flourishing Communities and Wellbeing for A

The Netherlands to participate in the Glohal Leadership Exchange (GLE). The GLE is an
international organization representing 13 countries that creates opportunities for

ership experiences and insights to help find solutions to
overcome challenges and improve health; well-being; and, services for people with
disabilities, mental health, and/or substance use support needs. Through small and
large Mmeetings, we learned about the shared challenges and strengths each country
encounters in supporting people with disabilities. We had the Opportunity to engage in
deep conversations on elevating the voices and roles of people with lived experiences

representation not only matters but is
on values

1 I l S t O I b and Weye: By Mary Sowers, NASDDDS Executive Director
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Disrupting Forces of
Colonization

Populations rapidly

declined due to lack

of natural immunity
to diseases.

Redistribution,
uprooting, and/or
theft of land and

water.

Systematic destruction

of culture, replaced by

Western religions and
social constructs

—

Ethnocide: cure,
civilize, improve,
incarcerate

Settler impact:
Exception is the
Treaty of Waitangi

Carceral treatment
of people with
disabilities

Impact of historical

trauma continues

“And yet we
survive.”
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2025 Pacific Region Forym Fact Sheet for:

COMMONWEALTH OF
THE NORTHERN

A X :
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P A C ’ F ’ C R E G’ ON F OR U LmEGAjuth :lﬁmeG?amlinsthe wesgn?aicj the Commonweaith of the Northem Mariana

Islands (CNMY is 3 300-mite archipelago with g Population of apgyt 45,000. The principal inhabiteq
islands are Saipan, Rota, and Tinian. Home to tWo main indigenoys People, the Chamorros ang the
Carolinians, CNMI maintains arich and diverse Culture despite jis history of colonization ang
Occupation by other larger countrips (Spain, United States, Germany, Japan).
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Take Aways
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Former Marshallese National Anthem
“Ij Iokwe Lok”

“I love my islands,
Where | was born,
The surroundings, the paths,

And the gatherings.

| cannot leave here,

Because this is my rightful place,
My family heritage is forever here.

.i It is best for me to die here.”




Funding:
Typically
underfunded
& capped
requiring
coordination

across
cies




Pacific Challenges

1. Federal Policies
o Cabotage Law (Restricts Foreign Air Carriers)
o Jones Act (Restricts Foreign Flagged Maritime between two-US Ports)
o International Air, Sea, and Postal Services

2. Citizenship

o U.S. Citizenship: Guam, Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto
Rico, and U.S. Virgin Islands

o U.S. National: American Samoa

3. Supplemental Security Income
o Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands

.



Centrality of
Culture &
Community in

Supporting \ g
Children and ‘ .

| Families







Improved
[nfrastructure
Will Help
Deliver on the
Promise of
Technology
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Connecting

, the dots \
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Next Steps

 Continuing to connect with the GLE

* Mapping community and across community
resources

 Exploring additional financing strategies with
Territories

* Bringing in the rest of the jurisdictional partners
 Continuing to convene PRF/Next Forum
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